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WILSON SEALS

FRENCH PACT

President, Voicing Nation's

Spirit, Gives Brother's

Hand to Joffre.

FRENCH 'VISIT WHITE HOUSE

Cheering Crowds Greet Envoys

Calling on Cabinet Officers

and at Capitol.

Amid brilliant aesemblage of
gold-lace- d American and French army
men and frock-coate- d statesmen.
President Wilson today grasped the
hands of Rene Vlvlanl, vice premier
of France, and Marshal Joffre, and
signified the Intention of the United
States to stand shoulder to shoulder
with France and the other allies to
the end of the war against Germany.

Seldom, if ever, has a pact been
sealed with greater manifestation of
mutual affection and esteem between
two peoples. The whole ceremony
dd not occupy fifteen minutes, yet it

"was impressive in the extreme.
Other members of the French com-

mission were received by Vice Presi
dent Marshall and members of the
Cabinet.

Members of the British commission
headed by the-- Right Hon. Arthur J.
Balfour, Joined with dignitaries of
the United States Government in of
ficially greeting the French commis
sioners.

Conference Brain Tomorrow.
the --Britishers completed arrange-

ments today for the beginning of the
war conferences scheduled to start
tomorrow. Members of Foreign Sec-
retary Balfour's commission visited
several of the executive departments
this afternoon, but their calls yere
for the purpose of getting acquaint-
ed with Government officials and
laying plans for the conferences.

President Wilson will entertain the
French commissioners at dinner at
the White House jtonlght at S
o'clock. Members of the British

also have been invited. The
dinner and a tour of the parks or
Washington 'will complete the initial
jrareties incident to the vislt-o- f the
French envoys. v

Arrangements were completed to-
day for the members of the commis
slon to personally meet the members
of. the Senate during their stay here,
when the commissioners went to the
Capitol and met Vice President Mar-shal- L

Lionised at White House.
Field Marshal Joseph Joffre, accom-

panied by Minister Vlvlanl. Admiral
Chocheprat and Marquis de Cham
brun. was lionized by crowds at the
State. War, anil Navy building, the
White House, and Capitol as he made
the official rounds today.

Although the demonstration was
accorded the entire party of dlstln
gulshed French Visitors, the name of
Joffre rang out, above the din of
cheers and plaudits.

When the party passed through the
front gates of the White House
grounds there was a large crowd of
cheering men. women and children
swarming the sidewalk. The surf rag
1st pickets were conspicuously ab
Sent.

The dignitaries saluted the admlr
ing enthusiasts in .response to the
hand-clappin- g and cheers.

Lansing Make Presentation.
Arriving at the White House, the

immissioners proceeded at once tc
the blue room, where they were

rma'ly presented to the President
' Secretary nf, State Onl
lie formal felicitations were ex
"iangd. this ceremony lasting onl

elve minutes.
former lTemlr Vlvlanl left th
hlte House in an automobile to p
s repects to the Vic President a'

Hie Capitol, while Marshal Joffre he;I
Vice Admiral Chocheprat, flanked m
i thr side h liieir respective aides.
valk-- d to the west gate next to the
l.tecutive offices ami went directl.v
e riss the street to the State. War, and
.Nai buildinv- -

Attachcs of the Kxecutive offices scr'
'iiude to ic the pnrty and In the

street below there re massed
on Third Page.)

PROGRAM OF ALLIES TODAY

British Commissioners Have Sched-
ule Crowded With Dates. .

The program of the British com
mission today Iniluded

11 a. in Foreign Secretarv Hal
four 'and Ixird Cunliffe held a con-
ference with reference to 52CMMM0.OU0

loan. Just obtained b Itritish of-
ficials, as first share of the 13.0011.-000.0-

war loan of the United States
to our allies.

1 p m -- Mr. Balfour lunched at
British embassy with Sir Cecil Spring
Rice, the British ambassador.

2 p. m Admiral de Chair re
celved newspapermen to discuss Brit-
ish naval questions at the Long man-
sion.

5 p. m Chinese Minister Welling-
ton Koo will call at Breckinridge Long
mansion to pay respects to Mr. Bal-
four and the other British officials.

Other members of British party
spent the greater part of the day
sightseeing and recesting, prepara
tory to conferences with American
and French officials, which will open
tomorrow

CHINESE DEMAND WAR.
PEKING. April 28. --At a conference

ir provincial and military governors,
at which the premier presided. It was
voted unanimously that China should
enter thV war against Germany. A
anvasa shows that parliament is over-

whelmingly in favor of China declar-
ing war, but President LI Yuan Hung'
is undecided.

-- ..

TO PUSH $4,000,000
NAVY DEPT. HOME

House Committee Will Urge
Bill For New Build-

ing.
A tentative decision to favor a bill

for a four million dollar building in
this city for the exclusive use of the
Navy Department was reached at a
meeting of the House Committee on
Public Buildings and Grounds today.
Chairman Frank Clark will Introduce
the bill, and it will be considered for-

mally at a meeting of the committee
tomorrow.

The decision to recommend a
for the Navy Department

waa reached as & substitute for the
proposal to permit the Navy or War
Department to use a part of the new
Interior Department building during
the war.

After the meeting Chairman Clark
said he had decided to introduce the
bill for a 14,000,000 building for the
Navy Department and to use every
effort to get consideration at this ses
sion.

WILSONS TAKE HP

HORSEBACK RIDING

President and Wife Enjoy Rec-

reation on Rock Creek
Park Bridle Path.

The President and Mrs. Wilson have
taken up horseback riding as a recre-
ation, and henceforth that pastime
will alternate with golf as one of
their diversions.

Unheralded and rather secretly, the
President and Mrs. Wilson "motored to
Rock Creek Park late yesterday, anJ
there went with Dr. Cary T. Grayson,
the White House physician, for their
first horseback ride. They took the
beautifrTl bridle path of the park and
rode unnoticed for more .than an
hour.

President Wilson returned to the
White House Just before dinner thrill-
ed by the experience, and today ar-
ranged with' Dr. Graysbn for anotherride through the park this afternoonor evening.

Handled His Mount Well. Vy
'nun. iiooseveu ana i arc were:

particularly fond of horseback riding,
ana made long trip. During the lat
ter part of his Administration, how
ever, Mr. Taft became partial toward
big touring cars, and had a real
mania for speed.

Dr. Grayson has long advocated
horseback riding for the President as
a splendid exercise, urging time and
again that "the outside of a horse is
good for the Inside of a man." Not
until yesterday, however, did the
President yield to the advice.

Meager reports are to the effect that
the President handled himself and hisnount extremely well, desnit th.fact That It was his first equestrian
experience for a long period. There
ivas a time, it is said, when he was
almost an expert horseman.

Mrs. Wilson Delighted.
Mrs. Wilson presented a graceful

picture on the horse she rode a high-
bred, spirited animal. It was her
Jrst ride since she became the First
--ady or the Land, and she was de--

Ighted.
"I have always believed that horse-

back riding was unequaled as an
said Dr. Orayson today. "It

s good for the digestive organs, and
furnish a form of exercise that

s bound to be helpful to the PresI
lent."

Dr. Grayson owns a number of
. v'ell-bre- horses, and is a .splendid
lorseman, and formerly during his
elsure moments spent much time In
he saddle.
Some of the Secret Service men at

ached to the White House, including
Joe" Murphy and "Dick" Jarvis, are
xcellent riders, and doubties will

form the escort for the President and
Irs. Wilson m their trlp through
lie parks and country hereabouts

in the future.

5100,000,000 FOR FARMS

All Postal Savings Deposits Avail-

able for Agricultural Loans.
To aid the farmer of the nation in

meeting the fontl situation, the Govern-
ment today took steps to throw re-

sources approximating 1100,(00,000 into
the breach.

The action was the announcement by
the Treasury Department that all pos-

tal savings deposits w ill be made Ina
ncdiately available for lc&ns to farm-

ers.
Farm loan bonds. Issued under the

Federal farm loan act, were today de-

clared by trustees of th Postal Savings
system to b acceptable at par to secure
postal savings deposits, releasing more
than 1100.000.000 of resources for Invest-
ment in food production.

High labor cost and seed and farm
implement prices have sorely drained
the farmers' capital and hampered the
great wartime food production.

ITALY TO GET NEXT LOAN

Britain Represented at Conference
on Advance to Our Ally.

British phases of the contemplated
loan to Italy were gone Into at .to-
day's coherence between Secretary or
the Treasury McAdoo, British

Spring-Rice- . Lord Cunliffe.
and Sir Hartman Lever, or the Brit
Ish commission.

This loan probably will be the next
credit the United States will extend
to the allies.

Great Britain has for some time
been financing Italy, and naturally Is
greatly Interested In any credit given
her by the United States.

HIGH FOOD COST

NOT JUSTIFIED

District Investigating Commit-

tee Finds Conditions Do Not

Compel Price Increases.

BETTER MARKETING URGED

Officials Blame Speculation and
Inadequate Transportation

Facilities for Burdens.

"After all the causes which may,
reasonably tend to Increase prices
are considered, there appears no Just
ground for such high prices pt many
products as are demanded of the con-

sumer at this, time."
This is the conclusion reached by

the committee appointed by the Dis-
trict Commissioners to inquire Into
the food situation, s. report of whose
investigation was made public today.

The committee consists of George
M. Roberts, superintendent of
weights, measures, and markets; Dr.
W. C. Woodward, health officer, and
Charlea F. Nesbtt, superintendent of
insurance.

Two Cause Found.
Speculation and defective trans-

portation facilities are causes which
the commltte says combine to make
high prices and a food shortage in
the District.

The remedies suggested are the- - es-

tablishment of a municipal market,
cultivation of vacant lots, organiza-
tion of a comprehensive marketing
sysiera wnicn will put the producers
and communities In trading relation-
ship with each other and make itpossible to send' perishable producta
direct from the point of production
to the point of use and the utilization
of waste for feeding stork.

In reference to speculation, the report says:
"In the opinion of the committee.me element or speculation In food

products has been one of the potent
features in the enormous Incease In
prices which consumers have beencompelled to pr.y.

"Investigations made By the Fed-
eral authorities seem to have estab-
lished this fact," It Is added. "In Chi-
cago, for Instance, the number of car-
loads of potatoes In the railroad varrfs
ih'etdtfor ordr day. by. dajc.a year
aau aim rnrgyear, as disclosed by In-
vestigators of the Department of Jus
lice, were as follows:

1017. 1010.
March 10 ii fc
March D. ...:... 12U fit
March R 1X5 02
March 7 130 71
March 0 1 ! OS

March 3 11.1 101
March .1 116 fiC

March 2 127 fil
March 1 11.1 74

Prices Drop Suddenly.
"On February 20 potatoes were sell-

ing in Washington at IS per barrel;
onions were selling for I4 per 100
pounds; egg were selling for ."

cents a dozen. Three days later, on
March 1. after this committer and cer
tain departments of the Federal Gov
ernment had begun to make an In
vestlgatlon or the situation, these

(Continued on Fourth Page.)

warrIngIjnrecruiting
Vandals Tearing Down Potters.

Outrages Being Investigated.
Opposition to the recruiting cam-

paigns being carried on In this city
to obtain men for. the army, navy,
or marine corp. I being manifested
by the destruction of recruiting pos-

ters, according to reports received at
the Navy Depirtment today.

Investigation of the outrages Is
being made.

The latest report of the desecra
lion of the placards was received
from Drummond. near Tenleytown.
on the Hockvllle road, turiay. A

group of junior Hoy Scouts last night
posted in conspicuous places several
posters advocating service In the
marine corps. In the vicinity of
nmmmoml lly this morning the
posters had been torn down.

Several reports similar to the one
received this morning have come in-
to the department.

Cases will be prosecuted under the
statute providing for the destruction
of Federal property.

BRITAIN LIFTS BLACKLIST

Measure Penalizing American Com-

merce Formally Abolished.
LONDON. April 20. The. foreign

office announced this afternoon that
the blacklist" against American
firms had been withdrawn.

TO DRAFT FOOD LAWS

Senate Subcommittee to Act With
Agricultural Department.

Department or Agriculture in draft
Ing emergency food legislation was
appointed by the Senate Agriculture
Committee today.

The .member are Senators Gore.
Smith of Georgia. Smith or South
Carolina. Page of Vermont and Ken
yon of Iowa.

Senator Gore said the committee
is ready to recommend appropriations,
to enable the department to start Im-

mediately to survey the food situa-
tion and supply of the country and
to extend the departmental market
news service.

J. S. Culllnan, of Houston. Tex..
Representing the Texas industrial
congress, put rorwara me pian oi
commandeering the vast grazing
areas in Texas and Oklahoma for cul-
tivation.

An offer by the Illinois Central
railroad to let the land alongside Its
right of way be used ror gardening

"Poics was laid before the commit- -

tee. J

ARMIES LOCKED

IN DEATH GRIP

German Counter-Attack- s by

Massed Troops Are Re-

pulsed Everywhere.

FOE STRIKES NEAR LAON

French Withstand Drive on

Mile and Half Front, Inflict-

ing Heavy Losses.

The forts-thir- d day of the great
British offensive and the tenth day
of General's Nlvelle's drive of his
French forces, is developing every-

where along the great western front
the flerclest fighting of the war.
Germany's army chiefs everywhere
were hurling great masses of men
against the French and'Brltlsh today.
Both London and Paris statements
today were exclusively devoted to
narration of the repulse or terrific
counter attacks.

Hrltlsh dispatches revealed & prac-
tical standstill north or the Scarps
rjver, where the British and Ger-
mans Mere locked in death grips.
Halg reported repulse of .German
counter attacks on Gavrelle.

Battling Ob Whole Mae.
General Nlvelle's statement reveal-

ed the greatest efforts by German
troops to force back the French
wedge which has crumbled . the
southern base of the Hlndenburg
line. Most violent of all these at- - j
tacks and most carefully organized
was the drive south of Daon.

It was delivered on a front of a
mile' and a half In two powerful
smashes both of which were re-
pulsed.

The French front withstood other
counter attacks of varying Intensity,
along practically Its entire line. .

Tremendous Attacks Fall.
PARIS, April 26. Two tremendous

German attacks made on a front of
more than a mile and a half west of
Cerny. were smashed unavalilngly
against French lines and repulsed
amid heavy losses to the enemy, to-
day's French official statement de-
clared. I

Powerful Gerrnan counter attecjt'amwo3Ujer"pU'eaon'.tnT FfetretT
front were likewise repelled.,

Bitter fighting' waa reported from
half a dozen points.

British Armies Deadlocked.
LONDON. April IB. Complete re-

pulse of a violent massed counter
attack by German forces against
British positions around Gavrelle
was announced In Field Marshal
Halg's official statement today.

"Karly at night. the enemy again
endeavored to attack our new po-
sitions at Gavrelle," he said. "His
troops were caught In our artillery
barrage and completely repulsed."

Germany Is now suffering her most
appalling losses of the war In des-
perate endeavors to stop the Brftlsh
drive by sheer weight or human
masses opposing It.

Today It appeared that the British
and the enemy were deadlocked to
the north or the Scarce. To the
south, howeer, the British were
slowly moving forward. .

AND THEY HELD THE LINE

British at Gulllemont Kill Every
Man of Attackers.

WITH THE BRITISH ARMIES
AFIRLD. April 2a One single Brit
Isli post, defending Just a part or
Gulllemont farm, emerged victorious
today from one of the fiercest fought
of the countless scattered actions
marking a day replete with bitter
fighting by killing off every man of
their German assailants.

It was over a field carpeted with
German dead around Guillemont Here
during the night the British had bat
tered forward to take the farm and
a stretch of front 2.000 yards east of
Lemplre Hill 110. to the north, had
fallen Into British hands after a
swaying desperate battle.

Hardly had the Tommies started to
dig themselves In on this hard won
ground when the Teutonic- - attack
came In blinding force. The enemy's
guns dug great burial holes ror the
thousands or their dead. All over
the farm the battle raged. The enemy
managed at terrible cost to regain
part or it

But to the vest the one British post
stood adamant. On It beat wave arter
wave of the attack. The last and
most violent caught full In the face
the tremendous fire of the defenders'
machine guns, halted, and
literally melted Into heaps of dead
and twisted shapes.

The British held the line.

NEW FOOD RIOTS IN SWEDEN

Even Soldiers Participate In Dem-

onstration In Stockholm.
Ci)Pi:.'IIAGKN. April 20. New food

demonstrations at Stockholm are re
ported by the Dagens Nyheter.

The military commander Issued an
order rorbiddlng the Swedish soldiers
to attend a Socialist meeting. Despite
till order, however, several hundred
soldiers participated In a great meet
ing.

l'ood demonstrations have also oc
curred at Upsala, forty-fiv- e miles from
Stockholm.

HELD ON MURDER CHARGE

Grand Jury Indicts Peter W. Allen,
of Good Hope, D. C.

Peter W. Allen, of Good Hope, D.
C. was Indicted by the grand Jury
today on a charge of first degree
murder, the allegation being that he
shot and killed his stepson, Krnest
All .... ...oil 10 fnl I n it i . a

rel over family matters. Allen Is un- -
dcr arrest.

AMERICAN TO RULE WORLD FOOD

That tome one American possibly Herbert C. Hoover
or Secretary of Labor Wilson withm the next .few month
will become Food Dictator of the World was indicated by de-

velopments at the international war parley of the allies here
today. ,

More and more the war council's proceedings are crys-

tallizing into a monumental campaign to feed our allies. Finance
and shipping problems are coming to be considered compara-
tively collateral, though of course vital.

Man-pow- er development for foreign service is even less
pressing.

This was perhaps the most important outcropping, from the
world conference today.

One man, or a small group of men, will be named by
President Wilson absolutely to dominate the production and
distribution of, all food in the United States, England, France,
Italy, Russia, Cuba, and the other allied countries. ,

It is deemed probable that this step will involve the forma-
tion of an inter-all- y food commission, comprising a director,
general of food for each nation, with the American dictator
as the head of the commission.

The purpose of the conferences today is the international
reorganization of the war since the United States u in, roach
on the same principle that an army of field fighters is organ-
ized: One branch handling the commissary department; an-

other mobilization and transportation; another the collection and
distribution of munitions, and so on. ",

HAMBURG'S PLAN

THWARTED BY HMG

Two-thir- ds of German Re-

serves Used Up Without '
Gain.

LONDON, April, 20. Far greater
battlea than those raging In the Ar-

ras region are Impending In the im-

mediate future. This statement is
heard from many reliable sources to-

day when the question arises whether
the British have reached the climax
of their artillery work.

Field Marshal Halg's plans appar-
ently are developing excellently, and
be Is forcing, von Hlndenburg to do
Juaf. what the "British anticipated.

jnageaw-benrwcojM-wsltrirn- tll he
thought the allies' had reached the
highest point of efficiency and then
throw in enormous masses of 're-
serves to catch them on the down
grade.

Reports Indicate that the Germans
already have used two-thir- Qf
their reserve forces without gaining
a single objective. At this rate their
force will be spent In futile counter-
attacks before the allies reach the
mightiest force of their arms.

The British have already a wide
front on which to deploy, and this
soon will be extended. There is not
a .single officer In London, who be-

lieves that the affairs on the Arras
front will take a dramatic Course,
but all are assured that the British
are going to give the enemy the
worst hammering ever delivered to
an enemy.

peaceTentimenYgrows
German People Anxious to End War,

Traveler Reports.
The Germans are Increasingly anx-low- s

for peace.
This was the message a traveler ar-

riving in a neutral country from Ger-
many save to American diplomatic
officials, according to a cablegram
received today

He declared that a strike of 250.000
laborers In Berlin "showed the
growth of a desire for peace "

Moreover, he announced that Ger
many has reduced her bread rations
from 1,0(10 to I .GOO grams per week.

BOOM GERMAN REPUBLIC

Movement Flourishing In Switzer-
land, American Minister Says.

Kfforts to sweep aside Hohenzol-lernls- m

and replace It by a German
republic are under way In Switzer-
land.

A message to the State Department
from Minister Stovall at Kerne today
said a committee of Germans has been
organized there to spread republican
propaganda.

Dr. Roese Meyer, former editor' or
the Berlin Morganpost, leads the pro
pagandists, who have already estab
llshed a paper. "The Frele Zeltung"
to further the movement.

ALL STATESJO ACT

Meeting to Discuss Food Problems
Will Be of General Representation.
That every State In the Union will

be represented at the food heurlng
next week is indicated by responses
recessed to date to the invitation of
the Federal Trade C ommlsslnn.

The commission last week Invited
the governors of all States to send
representatives to a public hearing
here next Monday. States heard from
not only agree To send representatives
and food experts, but strongly In
dorse the nationwide food Inquiry
plan of the Government and assure
fullest In Its promotion.

GIRL ONDUTY AT ANNAPOLIS

Mabel Vincent Begins Work as En-

listed Navy Member.
ANNAPOLIS, April 20. The first

woman sailor on duty at the Naval
Academy reported this morning In the
person of Miss Mabel Vincent, who
signed articles at the Baltimore re-
cruiting station. She Is a second
class veoman. and will be assigned to
the office of the experimental station.
Several other young women can be
used In a llko capacity at the dif-
ferent offices Connected with the
Academy.

I

SUBMARINE SMS

.
AMERICAN VESSEL

Schooner Percy Birdsall Vic-

tim of Shells Fired by

The American schooner Percy Bird-sa- il

has been sunk by submarine gun
fire, according to a State Department
announcement today. The crew "Was
rescued by a" patrol boat soon after
the attack.

Nine or ten shots were fired, seven
of which struck the vessel.. Most hits
Were below The water line. Firing
waa without warning, and continued
whlle-th- e craw took to ths-- lifeboats,

'The'T'ercrfdsitf-ira- a a 'wooden
four-maste- d schooner of 1.128 tons,
registered at Perth Amboy, N. X. She
was owned by J. Holmes, and was
built in 1S90.

DOUBT MONGOLIA'S STORY

But Britons Hope It's True She
Sent to Bottom.

I.ONDON. April 2a Whether the
American armed liner Mongolia sanka German submarine on April 10. rest-
ed today upon belief of her captain
and the navy lieutenant In charge of
her gun crew that from a. point a
thousand yards distant they had seen
pieces of the' periscope fly
Into the air and afterwards observed
oil on the surface of the water.

Considerable skepticism was mani-
fested here today ar to theaablllty or
observers to detect such a "hit" at
this distance. Instances are rare. It
was said, when It could be established
that a single shot fired at a target
uio size oi a marine periscope, regis
tered a hit.

The story told by Captain Rice, and
confirmed by the navy HeutenaiH to--
aay. However, aroused enthusiasm
among members of the American col
ony here, and the frankly expressed
hope In naval circles that the shot
had found lodgment as the Amerl
cans believed. British naval officials
have had vast admiration for the ex-
cellence of the guns with which the
American liners are armed, and they
have great respect for American
marKsmansnip. Therefore they are
trying for some kind of confirmation
of the Mongolia report.

State and Navy Department officials
today continued to withhold the facts
or their message from the London
embassy circumstantially reporting
the American liner Mongolia s sup-
posed sinking of a German

They took the position that they
would not reveal the facts In a case
w lere doubt existed, as it exists In
this case

This Is similar to the British sys-
tem, where submarines are not list
ed as destroed 'unless the proof Is
positive.

Officials "thought" the destruction
of the submarine was "probably
true." but without absolute confirma-
tion decided that it was better not
to make any announcement.

NEW YORK. April 2(1. The Inter-
national Mercantile Marine today had
received no report of the sinking of
a submarine by Its freighter Mon-
golia. The Mongolia's commander
formally cabled his safe arrival with
out hint of an unusual incident on
the voyage.

64 SHIPS SUNK IN WEEK

British Lose 57 Merchantmen 27
Escape Attacks.

LONDON. April 20. The weekly
statement of vessels sunk, as made
public today, shows that forty ves-
sels of over 1.C0O tons each were sent
to the bottom by mines or subma-
rines. The statement reads:

"Weekly shipping returns: Arrivals.
Z.Tt'ir,; sailings, 2,621.

"Sinkings, by mine or submarine,
over 1,000 tons. 10. including 2 sunk
In the week ending April 1.1: under
1.000 tons. IS, including 1 sunk in the
week ending Aprfl 1.

"Vessels unsuccessfully attacked,
27, including 1 attacked the week
ending April s.

''Fishing vessels sunk, 0. Including
1 sunk he week ending April 15."

Compartment Drawing-Roo- Sleep-
ers. Baltimore & Ohio to New York,
open 10 p. m. Leave Union Station
Washington 12:25 a. m. Advt.

VOTE ON ARMY

BILL IS NEAR

House Members Agree to Close

Discussion. Tomorrow

or Saturday. .

FREAR DEFENDS WISCONSIN

Gardner Predicts Passage by
Majority of Seventy to

One Hundred.

., &fore midnight Saturday, Con-
gress willhare voted on the

MIL
House leaders today agreed

npon a rote tomorrow.
Senate leaders 'set- - Satarday

night as the time for the final
roll call. j

The House swung today Into the
home stretch of general debate on the
army conscription bill, indications
pointing to a vote late tomorrow aft
ernoon or Saturday. .

A unanimous consent agreement
was reached today that the lower body
shall remain In session late tonight to
wind up the general discussion of
the bill, with the provision that Con-
gressman Kahn, leading the Admin-
istration light for conscription, and
Chairman Dent, of the Military Com-

mittee, chief advocate of the volun-
teer system, shall make the closing
speeches tomorrow.. The bill then
will be taken up under the.flve-minut- e

rule for discussion and amendment.
Smarting; under' Eastern crltlclsra

of the pacifist State of Wis-
consin and Ita members Irj Congress,
Congressman Frear of that State to-

day delivered the Initial speech 'for
the volunteer faction.

Claim Gain. Desplter-CJark- .

Advocates of conscription claim to
be gaining ground today, despite the
stirring speech of Speaker Champ
Clark yesterday afternoon. The
Speaker assailed those who .believe
;that ah arpjr can be talsed osly by

"" ' Maw la Hl j--
.

Hisses met Congressman Mason of
Illinois. Republican, when he charged
that political motives actuated the Ad-

ministration in not accepting the offer
of Colonel Roosevelt to raise Soldiers
for Immediate service In France.

The hisses were not genesal. but they
were ajidlble nevertheless. The hissing
began In the galleries and was echoed
to a slight degree on the floor.

The former Senator from Illinois,
now a member of the House, bitterly
arraigned the conscription plan. He
asserted that keeping Colonel Roose
velt out of the war was a part or the
Administration's opposition to the.
volunteer system. He predicted that
Roosevelt's application for service
would be burled In the files of the
general staff, after It went first to
the President, then to the Secretary
of War. and then to the Assistant
Secretary of War.

"They don't Intend to let me
Colonel enlist for fear it will hurt
the draft plan," said Congressman
Mason.

"They don't want to let him make
a hero 'of himself, for while he is
spreading democracy In the. Old
World he may be raising h I with
democracy in this country."

The sentence that caused hisses of
disapproval was:

"The man In the White House hasn't
the courage or political sagacity to
permit him to enlist for fear he will
profit politically."

In his 'attack on the conscription
bill. Congressman Mason said the gen-

eral staff of the army will not glve,
volunteers a chance because it wants
tc kill the volunteer system.

"We want an army of fighters and
not , of slackers and cowards." said
Mason. "There Is nothing the Kaiser
would rather meet than, an army of
conscripts."

Congressman Sherley of Kentucky
delivered an equally Impassioned
speech In favor of the Administration
plan, and subsequently Congressman
Gardner of Massachusetts announced
that he had made a poll of the House
and the Administration bill would win
by a majority of TO to 100 votes.

Congressman- - Frear. who voted
against the war resolution, declared
that he favored the volunteer sys-
tem as opposed to the selective draft,
"and" Wisconsin stands ready to sup-
ply her quota under the volunteer
plan."

"A' man from my State who opposes
the draft bill." said Mr. FreAr. "takes
his political life In his hands. Most
of the great newspapers favor the
draft bill. I have received many tele-
grams from Wisconsin demanding
that I support It and these telegrams
came from men who had never read
the bill, and were sent before the bill
was printed.

Jteralls Iron Brigade.
"I vrjed against the war resolution,

as did some others from my State. I
made no explanation of my vote and
do not care to make any defense now.

"I desire to support the President In
anything he may need In the way of
money and men. and shall so vote. It
has been suggested that In my State
we are unpatriotic Metropolitan pa-
pers of late have pointed the finger of
scorn at Wisconsin.

"Wisconsin had 100.000 In the Union
army. She played a great part in one
of the greatest battles of the war
Gettysburg. You all remember the
Iron Brigade. One-ha- lf of some of
her regiments were lost They were
brave men. That was the character
of men who lived In Wisconsin then
and who live In Wisconsin today.

"Wisconsin will support the volun-
teer system without the draft if you
give us the opportunity.

"Wisconsin has seven thousand men
in the national guard. Let Pennsyl- -
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